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services in support of, such acts of vio-
lence or obstructionism, or any person
listed in or designated pursuant to this
order, or

— to be owned or controlled by, or acting

or purporting to act directly or indirectly
for or on behalf of, any persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to this order.

In addition, the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State,
is also authorized to determine, subsequent
to the issuance of the Executive Order, that
circumstances no longer warrant inclusion of
a person in the Annex to the order and that
such person is therefore no longer covered
within the scope of the Executive Order. The
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, is also authorized
to issue regulations in the exercise of authori-
ties under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and the United Nations
Participation Act of 1945, as amended (22
U.S.C. 287c), to implement the measures
provided in the order. All Federal agencies
are directed to take actions within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of the Ex-
ecutive Order.

This Executive Order further dem-
onstrates the U.S. commitment to supporting
reform throughout the Balkans and recog-
nizes the significant steps the countries of
the region have taken, and are continuing to
take, to root out corruption and fight orga-
nized crime.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued. This order becomes ef-
fective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time
on May 29, 2003.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 29.
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Executive Order 13306—
Establishing the Bob Hope American
Patriot Award

May 28, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
and as Commander in Chief by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States of
America, it is ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of the Award. In
order to encourage love of country, service
to the people of the United States, and sup-
port for our Armed Forces, and in order to
recognize the unique and lifelong service of
Bob Hope to the United States Armed
Forces and to the Nation through his unwav-
ering patriotism and dedication to maintain-
ing the morale of the troops he entertained
for nearly six decades, and on the occasion
of his 100th birthday, there is hereby estab-
lished the Bob Hope American Patriot
Award (Award).

Sec. 2. Granting and Presentation of the
Award.

(@) The Award may be granted by the
President, in his sole discretion, to any civil-
ian individual who has demonstrated extraor-
dinary love of country and devotion to the
personnel of the United States Armed
Forces, in the form of true patriotism. The
Award may also be granted by the President
to an organization that meets the same cri-
teria.

(b) Other than in exceptional cir-
cumstances, no more than one Award may
be granted in any given year.

(c) The presentation of the Award may
take place at any time during the year.

(d) Subject to the provisions of this order,
the Award may be conferred posthumously.

George W. Bush
The White House,
May 28, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:30 a.m., June 2, 2003]

NoTe: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 29, and it
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will be published in the Federal Register on June
3.

Interview With TV3 of France
May 29, 2003

France-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, are you going to forgive
the French attitude on Iraq? What are you
going to tell President Chirac when you're
going to see him face to face?

The President. Sure.

Q. Are you still mad at him? Are you going
to take sanctions against France?

The President. No, no. No sanctions. I'm
not mad. 1 mean, I'm disappointed, and the
American people are disappointed. But now
is the time to move forward, and there’s a
lot of issues that we can work together on.
I know that Jacques Chirac feels strongly
about Africa, and so do I. And therefore, we
can work together, for example, on the AIDS
pandemic in Africa. I laid out a bit initiative
here for the American people, and the Con-
gress passed a $15 billion, 5-year plan to work
on HIV/AIDS in Africa. And there would be
an opportunity, for example, for America and
the French to work together to solve some
big problems.

And I'm going to remind him, just like I'm
going to remind a lot of people, that we can
do a heck of a lot more together than we
can arguing with each other. And | can un-
derstand why some didn’t agree with our pol-
icy in Irag, but it's now time to move forward.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Considering the roadmap, peace in
Middle East, you are going to meet most of
the protagonists next week, how do you plan
concretely to succeed where your prede-
cessors failed?

The President. Yes. Well, first of all, I
appreciate the understanding of Jacques
Chirac and the administration about me leav-
ing a little early from Evian to go to the Mid-
dle East, where | will first meet with our
Arab friends, some of the leaders in the
neighborhood, and remind them they have
a responsibility to the process. In other
words, if they're interested in the achieve-
ment of peace, that they must cut off fund-
ing, for example, or work to cut off the fi-
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nancing of money to terrorist groups that
would like to destroy the process.

Secondly, I believe that the Palestinian Au-
thority—the new Prime Minister is firmly
committed to the defeat of terror and the
advancement of a state and the institutions
necessary to make a state viable. And so I'm
very encouraged by his emergence.

And thirdly, I believe Israel recognizes it's
in their self-interest to support the notion of
two states living side by side in peace. I'm
the first President to have ever proposed
that. I did so at the United Nations, and |
take that vision into the Middle East knowing
that the process is going to be difficult. But
| believe that people now see the necessity
of achieving that end result.

Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction

Q. Mr. President, what do you answer to
the American press that are trying to say that
you have not released yet the proof of the
existence of arms of massive destructions in
Irag? What do you answer to them?

The President. Well, they must not be
paying attention, is what | answer, because
we've discovered mobile biological labora-
tories, the very same laboratories that Colin
Powell talked about at the United Nations,
the very same laboratories that were banned
by the resolutions of the United Nations.

Iraq

Q. The situation in lIraq is far from being
stabilized. We have seen some American sol-
diers killed. Do you fear the rise of Muslim
fundamentalism in this region against the oc-
cidental world, against United States? And
do you fear at the same time the risk of cre-
ation of an Islamic republic backed by neigh-
boring Iran?

The President. No, | don’t fear that. |
think the Iragi people want to run their own
state. They don't need to have an lranian-
backed regime. | think the Iragi people are
plenty capable of managing their own affairs.

Secondly, I fully recognize that democracy
didn’t flourish overnight. But I didn’t expect
it to. This is a country which has been rav-
ished by a brutal dictator who murdered and
tortured to stay in power. And it wasn't all
that long ago that they were liberated from
Saddam Hussein. So it’s going to take a while.
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